My Tliree Years in America
friends, to alter my attitude, and, after receiving
from Berlin, to <hand to the Washington Government on 4th
April, 1915, a memorandum, of which I givo the most important
part here.
" Further I should like to rotor to the attitude of the United
States towards the question of the import: of arms. The Imperial
Government is convinced that the Government of the United
States agree with them on this point, that questions of
neutrality should be dealt with not merely with regard to the
strict letter, but the spirit also must bo taken into consideration,
in which neutrality is carried through.
44 The situation arising out of the present: war cannot bo
compared with that in any previous war. For this reason no
reference to supplies of anus from Germany in *m<:h wars is
justified ; for then the question was not whether the combatants
should be supplied with material but which of the computing
States should secure the contract.
" In the present war all the nations which possess a war
industry of any importance ant either themselves involved in
the war, or occupied with completing their own armament,
and therefore have prohibited the export of war material. The*
United States are accordingly the only neutral State in a position
to supply war material. The idea of neutrality has, therefore,
assumed a new significance, which is quite independent of the
strict letter of the lawn that have hitherto prevailed* On the
other hand the United States arcs founding a gigantic war in-
dustry in the broadest sense, and they are not only working
the existing plant but are straining every nerve to develop it
and to erect new factories. The international agreement for
the protection of the rights of neutrals certainly arose from the
necessity of protecting the existing branches of industry in
neutral countries as far as possible against an encroachment
upon their prerogatives. But it can in no way accord with the
spirit of honourable neutrality, if advantage in taken of such
international agreements to found a new industry in a neutral
State, such as appeals in the development in the United States
ot an arms industry, the oxitput of which can, in view of the